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(57) ABSTRACT

An electromagnetic wave absorber includes a rectangular
plate-shaped part having a surface including a flat space at a
center of the plate-shaped part and a plurality of oblong
rectangular spaces, surrounding the flat space, on each of
which at least one pyramidal or wedge-shaped part having an
oblong rectangular bottom face is provided, and the plurality
of oblong rectangular spaces of the surface of the plate-
shaped part are arranged along inside a perimeter of the
plate-shaped part so that a longer side of any one of the
plurality of oblong rectangular spaces is adjoining with a
shorter side of another of the plurality of oblong rectangular
spaces adjacent thereto while leaving the flat space at the
center of the plate-shaped part.

2 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVE ABSORBER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an electromagnetic wave absorber,
more particularly a small-sized electromagnetic wave
absorber having excellent absorbing performance for oblique
incident angles as well as normal.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The recent development of the advanced information soci-
ety has raised the issue that weak electromagnetic radiation
emitted from various types of communication equipment and
electronic equipment causes malfunctions (electromagnetic
interference (EMI)) in instruments and other components
used in television sets and radios, communication equipment,
medical equipment, ships, aircrafts, and so on, and there has
been a need to establish international regulations on electro-
magnetic radiation emission. Accordingly, manufacturers of
communication equipment of various types, personal com-
puters, and the like generating noise that can cause EMI has
been required to accurately measure the noise from their
electronic components so as to take measures for EMI. That
is, accurate measurement of very weak electromagnetic
radiation from electronic equipment, etc. with a high perfor-
mance instrument and measures to prevent emission of harm-
ful electromagnetic radiation are being demanded. The prob-
lem encountered here is the environment in which
electromagnetic radiation is measured. In order to accurately
measure very weak electromagnetic radiation, a high perfor-
mance anechoic chamber free from any extraneous distur-
bance such as noise is needed.

Electromagnetic radiation absorbers (hereinafter referred
to as wave absorber(s) or simply absorber(s)) conventionally
used in anechoic chambers are integrally molded structures
having, as illustrated in FIG. 1, a plate-shaped part 1 and a
polygonal pyramidal or wedge-shaped parts 2. These wave
absorbers are dielectric loss structures made by expansion-
molding an electromagnetic radiation absorbing material
comprising a synthetic resin, such as polyurethane, polysty-
rene, or polypropylene, and an electrically conductive mate-
rial, such as carbon. A hybrid wave absorber composed of a
ferrite tile and the wave absorber of the dielectric loss type
placed on the ferrite tile is known to exhibit good radiation
absorption characteristics even with a reduced height of the
dielectric loss structure because electromagnetic waves in a
high frequency range of 100 MHz or higher are absorbed by
the dielectric structure while electromagnetic waves in a low
frequency range are absorbed by the ferrite tile, i.e., a mag-
netic absorber. With this hybrid wave absorber, there is pro-
vided an anechoic chamber of smaller size.

A number of proposals have been made with respect to
polygonal pyramidal wave absorbers. For example, JP 2000-
188513 A discloses a wave absorber composed of a ferrite tile
and an upper absorber having a wedge or pyramidal shape, the
upper absorber being a molded part comprising a general
purpose type resin having a relative permittivity of 4.9 or less
at a frequency of 1 MHz or higher and ferrite powder dis-
persed in the resin. The wave absorber is described as being
capable of absorbing higher frequency waves with the height
of'the upper absorber being equal to that of conventional wave
absorbers. JP 2000-188513A also discloses a panel having
four pyramidal parts the bottom of which are integrally con-
nected to each other, the panel having a portion for screwing
(e.g., athrough-hole) at the center and on each of the four side
edges thereof so that the absorber may be firmly fixed to
construct an anechoic chamber with ease.

The structure of JP 2000-188513A shows excellent
absorption characteristics for normal incidence of electro-
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magnetic radiation. In practical electromagnetic radiation
measurement, however, electromagnetic waves are incident
on the ceiling and side walls of an anechoic chamber at a
certain angle. For example, the angle of incidence is about 40°
in a 10 m anechoic chamber. To meet the recent demand for a
smaller-sized high-performance anechoic chamber, a wave
absorber having absorption performance for oblique inci-
dence as well as normal is required. The pyramidal shape of
the absorber described in JP 2000-188513 A has all the faces
at the same angle of inclination, which is designed with
weight put on normal incidence without due considerations
given to oblique incidence characteristics.

In order to provide the structure of JP 2000-188513 A with
through-holes for screwing, adjacent pyramidal parts 2 must
be arranged on the plate-shaped part 1 at a predetermined
space, and a flat portion should be provided at the center of the
panel as shown in FIG. 1. Such an arrangement of wave
absorbers involves reduction of absorbing performance due
to reflection on these flat portions, and the reduction of
absorbing performance should be compensated for by, for
example, increasing the height of the pyramidal parts 2.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the invention is to provide an electromagnetic
wave absorber excellent in absorption characteristics for
oblique incidence as well as normal and suited for designing
a small-sized and high-performance anechoic chamber.

As a result of extensive investigations, the present inven-
tors have reached the invention based on their finding that a
wave absorber that is small and yet exhibits not only excellent
normal incidence characteristics but also improved oblique
incidence characteristics is obtained by a configuration as
follows:

An electromagnetic wave absorber comprising a rectangu-
lar plate-shaped part having a surface comprising a flat space
at a center of the plate-shaped part and a plurality of oblong
rectangular spaces, surrounding the flat space, on each of
which at least one pyramidal or wedge-shaped part having an
oblong rectangular bottom face is provided,

wherein the plurality of oblong rectangular spaces of the
surface of the plate-shaped part are arranged along inside a
perimeter of the plate-shaped part so that a longer side of any
one of the plurality of oblong rectangular spaces is adjoining
with a shorter side of another of the plurality of oblong rect-
angular spaces adjacent thereto while leaving the flat space at
the center of the plate-shaped part.

In case two or more pyramidal or wedge-shaped parts each
having an oblong rectangular bottom face are provided on
each of the oblong rectangular spaces, it is preferable that the
two or more pyramidal or wedge-shaped parts are in contact
with each other along the sides of their bottom faces with no
flat portion in between.

In a preferable embodiment of the present invention, a
wave absorber that is small and yet exhibits not only excellent
normal incidence characteristics but also improved oblique
incidence characteristics is obtained by arranging, on a rect-
angular plate-shaped part, a plurality of (e.g., four) oblong
rectangular pyramidal or wedge-shaped parts along inside the
perimeter of the plate-shaped part with a longer side of the
rectangular bottom face of one pyramidal or wedge-shaped
part adjoining with a shorter side of the rectangular bottom
face of an adjacent pyramidal or wedge-shaped part while
leaving a flat space at the center of the plate-shaped part. The
preferable embodiment of the invention thus provides a wave
absorber comprising a rectangular plate-shaped part and a
plurality of (e.g., four) oblong rectangular pyramidal or
wedge-shaped parts along inside the perimeter of the plate-
shaped part with a longer side of the oblong rectangular
bottom face of one pyramidal or wedge-shaped part adjoining
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with a shorter side of the oblong rectangular bottom face of an
adjacent pyramidal or wedge-shaped part while leaving a flat
space at the center of the plate-shaped part.

The wave absorber of the invention has a geometry in
which a plurality of oblong rectangular spaces (a plurality of
oblong rectangular pyramidal or wedge-shaped parts in case
of'the preferable embodiment) are arranged with a longer side
of one oblong rectangular space (a longer side of the oblong
rectangular bottom face of one pyramidal or wedge-shaped
part in case of the preferable embodiment) adjoining with a
shorter side of an adjacent oblong rectangular space (a shorter
side of the oblong rectangular bottom face of an adjacent
pyramidal or wedge-shaped part in case of the preferable
embodiment) while leaving a flat space at the center of the
plate-shaped part. Since the oblong rectangular spaces (the
pyramidal or wedge-shaped parts in case of the preferable
embodiment) are in contact with each other with no flat por-
tion in between on which an electromagnetic wave might be
reflected, the wave absorber achieves excellent wave absorb-
ing performance even with a reduced size. Ease of construct-
ing an anechoic chamber is maintained with this geometry
because the central flat space may be used as a portion to fix
a fastener and the like. Since the inclination angle of the faces
of each rectangular pyramidal or wedge-shaped part differs
between adjacent faces, the absorber exhibits improved
absorbing performance for oblique incidence of electromag-
netic waves.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the shape of a conventional wave absorber, in
which the left image (A) is a top view, and the right image (B)
is a perspective view.

FIG. 2 represents an embodiment of the wave absorber
according to the invention, in which the leftimage (A) is a top
view, and the right image (B) is a perspective view.

FIG. 3 represents another embodiment of the wave
absorber according to the invention, in which two wedge-
shaped parts each having an oblong rectangular bottom face
are provided on each of the oblong rectangular spaces of the
surface of the rectangular plate-shaped part, in which the left
image (A) is a top view, and the right image (B) is a perspec-
tive view.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

1: Plate-shaped part

2: Pyramidal part

4: Flat portion

5: Rectangular pyramidal (wedge-shaped) part

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the wave absorber of the invention is
illustrated in FIG. 2, in which four molded parts 5 having an
oblong rectangular pyramidal shape (or a wedge shape having
an oblong rectangular bottom face) are arranged on a plate-
shaped part 1 along inside the perimeter of the plate-shaped
part 1 with a longer side of the oblong rectangular bottom face
of one pyramidal part 5 adjoining with a shorter side of the
oblong rectangular bottom face of an adjacent pyramidal part
5 while leaving a flat space 4 at the center of the plate-shaped
part 1. According to this configuration, because flat spaces
between adjacent pyramidal parts 5 is minimized while secur-
ing the flat space 4 for fixing an anchor fastener, reflection of
electromagnetic waves on flat spaces is minimized to improve
wave absorbing performance. In addition, since the inclina-
tion angles of the faces surrounding the flat space 4 are dif-
ferent between adjacent faces, the absorbing performance for
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oblique incidence of electromagnetic radiation are also
improved. While the geometry of the rectangular pyramidal
shape is not particularly limited, it is preferred that the aspect
ratio (longer to shorter side ratio) of the rectangular bottom
face beinthe range of from 1.02 to 1.5. The aspect ratio within
this range ensures the improvements on oblique and normal
incidence characteristics. With an aspect ratio smaller than
1.02, ease of construction of an anechoic chamber may be
reduced, and sufficient oblique incidence characteristics may
not be obtained. When the aspectratio exceeds 1.5, the central
flat space 4 can cause the wave reflection problem. It is
desirable that the fasteners that can be used in the invention be
made of a low reflective material.

Another embodiment of the wave absorber of the invention
is illustrated in FIG. 3. In this embodiment, each of the oblong
rectangular pyramidal parts shown in FIG. 2 is longitudinally
divided into two in a manner as to provide eight wedge-
shaped parts, the bottom face of which has an increased
aspectratio, arranged on the plate-shaped part 1. According to
this configuration, the volume proportion of the absorber per
unit spatial volume increases as compared with the configu-
ration of FIG. 2, and, as a result, the wave absorption charac-
teristics in a relatively low frequency range of from 1 GHz to
ten or so gigahertz are improved. Furthermore, because the
arrangement of the wedge-shaped parts constituting the
absorber is denser than in FIG. 2, the absorption performance
for electromagnetic waves of short wavelengths (frequencies
ot 20 GHz or higher) is improved.

The wave absorber according to the invention is configured
such that a plurality of, basically four, oblong rectangular
pyramidal (or wedge-shaped) parts 5 with an oblong rectan-
gular bottom face are arranged on the plate-shaped part 1
while leaving a flat square space 4 in the center of the part 1.
As long as the aspect ratio of the bottom face of the unit
rectangular pyramid fall within the above recited range, the
manner of dividing the unit rectangular pyramid is not limited
to that shown in FIG. 3. That is, the unit rectangular pyramid
may be divided into more than two rectangular pyramids and
may be divided along the longitudinal direction of the bottom
face or a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction.

While the height of the wave absorber of the invention is
not particularly limited, the invention is preferably applied to
small-sized wave absorbers with a height of 200 mm or less.

The oblong rectangular pyramidal parts used in the inven-
tion may be molded from any known electromagnetic radia-
tion absorbing material. The invention is applicable to wave
absorbers made of either of a dielectric loss material and a
magnetic loss material. The wave absorber may be of hybrid
type composed of a plate-shaped part made of a magnetic
absorbing material, such as a ferrite tile, and oblong rectan-
gular pyramidal parts made of a dielectric loss material, or
both the plate-shaped part and the rectangular pyramidal parts
may be made of the same material.

Examples of useful dielectric loss materials include resin-
ous materials, such as carbon-containing foamed polyure-
thane, carbon-containing foamed polystyrene, and carbon-
containing foamed polypropylene; and inorganic materials
(e.g., cement, alumina, zirconia, and silica) having carbon
dispersed therein. These materials may be molded into either
solid or hollow shapes. Otherwise, plate-shaped molded
pieces made of a resin material, an inorganic material (e.g.,
alumina, zirconia, or silica), paper, or a like material each
containing carbon or coated with a carbon layer may be
assembled to form a hollow oblong rectangular pyramid.
Examples of the carbon material include graphite, carbon
black, and carbon nanotubes.

Examples of commonly used magnetic loss materials
include ferrite powder-containing resins and ferrite powder-
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containing inorganic materials, which are molded into either
solid or hollow parts. A hollow oblong rectangular pyramid
may be formed by assembling plate-shaped molded pieces
made of a resin material, an inorganic material, such as alu-
mina, zirconia, or silica, paper, or a like material each con-
taining ferrite powder or coated with a ferrite layer. Examples
of the ferrite powder include spinel ferrites, such as Ni—Zn
ferrite, Li—Zn ferrite, and Mn—Zn ferrite.

Preferred of the electromagnetic radiation absorbing mate-
rials recited is a material mainly containing cement and car-
bon nanotubes. When a material of this kind is used, the wave
absorber is usually produced by mixing carbon nanotubes and
a dispersing medium, such as water, into a cement raw mate-
rial, followed by stirring to prepare a slurry, casting the result-
ing cement slurry into a mold, curing the cement for a pre-
scribed time under controlled temperature and humidity in
accordance with the curing conditions of the cement to
harden the cement, and removing the hardened block from the
mold. Since the sintering step as is needed for ceramic mate-
rials is omitted, the problems associated with sintering, such
as dimensional variations due to shrinkage and combustion of
carbon nanotubes, are not involved, and there is obtained an
incombustible and power-durable wave absorber. Further-
more, the wave absorber made from this material exhibits
excellent electrical conduction characteristics even with a
reduced amount of carbon based on the ionic conduction by
the ions present in the water in voids of the cement matrix and
electrically conductive paths formed by wave absorbing car-
bon nanotubes. In the absorber made from this material, there
are electrically conductive paths that are electrically insulated
from one another and each formed of a plurality of carbon
nanotubes thereby to provide a resistor/capacitor (condenser)
mixed structure exhibiting excellent dielectric characteristics
based on resistance loss and dielectric loss. Therefore, the
absorber achieves excellent radiation absorption characteris-
tics even with a small size in the frequency range of from
several to several tens of gigahertz where dielectric charac-
teristics are dominant and in the frequency range of from
several tens to several hundreds of gigahertz where electrical
conduction characteristics are dominant.

EXAMPLES

The invention will now be illustrated in more detail with
reference to Examples, it being understood that the following
description is illustrative and not restrictive of the scope of the
invention.

Example 1

Thirty parts (by weight, hereinafter the same) of water and
2.0 parts (2.0% by weight relative to the total weight of the
wave absorber obtained) of carbon nanotubes having a length
of'S um were added to 100 parts of portland cement, followed
by kneading along with a dispersant to prepare a slurry. The
slurry was cast in a mold and hardened at room temperature to
give a molded block (wave absorber) having the shape illus-
trated in FIG. 2 in which four rectangular pyramids each
measuring 52.5 mm by 47.5 mm along the bottom face with a
height of 180 mm were arranged on a plate measuring 100
mmx100 mmx15 mm (thickness) with a longer side of the
rectangular bottom face of one pyramid adjoining with a
shorter side of the rectangular bottom face of an adjacent
pyramid while leaving a flat space measuring 5 mm by 5 mm
at the center of the plate. A total of 36 wave absorbers were
made in that way and arrayed in a grid extending 600 mm by
600 mm. The electromagnetic wave absorbing performance
of the array of the absorbers was evaluated for normal inci-
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6

dence and oblique incidence by the method described infra.
The results obtained are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 1

A wave absorber was made using the same material and the
same method as in Example 1, except for the geometry and
arrangement of the pyramids. That is, four square pyramids
measuring 45 mm along each side of the bottom face and 180
mm in height were placed 2.5 mm inside from the four sides
of'the plate (100 mmx 100 mmx15 mm (thickness)) with a gap
(flat space) of 5 mm between adjacent pyramids. A total of 36
wave absorbers were made in that way and arrayed in a grid
extending 600 mm by 600 mm. The electromagnetic wave
absorbing performance of the array of the absorbers was
evaluated for normal incidence by the same method as used in
Example 1. The results are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 2

A wave absorber was made using the same material and the
same method as in Comparative Example 1, except that four
square pyramids measuring 50 mm along each side of the
bottom face and 180 mm in height were arranged on the plate
with no space therebetween. A total of 36 wave absorbers
were made in that way and arrayed in a grid extending 600
mm by 600 mm. The electromagnetic wave absorbing perfor-
mance of the array of the absorbers was evaluated for oblique
incidence by the same method as used in Example 1. The
results are shown in Table 1. Evaluation of Electromagnetic
Wave Absorption Characteristics:

In evaluating the electromagnetic wave absorption charac-
teristics for normal incidence (incident angle=0°), electro-
magnetic radiation emitted from a horn antenna was colli-
mated into plane waves by a dielectric lens so as to be directed
perpendicularly to the absorbers. In evaluating the absorption
characteristics for oblique incident angles, electromagnetic
radiation emitted from a horn antenna was collimated into
plane waves by a dielectric lens in the same manner as for the
evaluation of normal incidence characteristics, and the plane
waves were directed to the absorbers at an angle of incidence
of 15°, 30°, and 45°. The measuring frequency range was
from 1 to 110 GHz.

It is seen from Table 1 that the wave absorber of Example
1 exhibits excellent radiation absorption characteristics in the
entire measuring frequency range of 1 to 110 GHz for normal
incidence (incident angle=0°), especially in a high frequency
range. In contrast, the absorber of Comparative Example 1
having the pyramidal parts arranged with a gap therebetween
proved inferior to that of Example 1 in radiation absorption
characteristics for normal incidence in the entire measuring
frequency range and, in particular, failed to achieve sufficient
absorption characteristics in the frequency range of' 5 GHz or
lower. This is believed to be due to the refection of electro-
magnetic waves on the flat portions (gaps) between the pyra-
midal parts.

The absorber of Example 1 also proved superior to that of
Comparative Example 2 having the pyramidal parts arranged
on the plate with no gap therebetween in electromagnetic
radiation absorbing performance at every angle of incidence
at every measuring frequency.

These results verify that the invention provides a small-
sized electromagnetic wave absorber excellent in normal and
oblique incidence characteristics while maintaining ease of
construction of an anechoic chamber.
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TABLE 1
Incident Electromagnetic Wave Absorption Characteristics (dB)
Angle(®) 1GHz 3GHz 5GHz 10GHz 20GHz 40 GHz 60GHz 80 GHz 100GHz 110 GHz
Example 1 0 25 30 30 35 40 45 50 50 50 50
15 23 28 28 32 35 40 46 50 50 50
30 21 25 27 30 33 36 40 45 50 50
45 20 23 25 28 32 34 37 43 48 50
Compara. 0 15 15 18 20 20 25 25 25 30 30
Example 1
Compara. 15 21 25 26 28 32 36 41 44 48 50
Example 2 30 18 22 22 24 27 30 33 37 42 45
45 16 19 20 21 23 25 28 32 36 40
15

What is claimed is:

1. A wave absorber comprising a quadrangular plate-
shaped part, and a plurality of rectangular pyramidal parts
disposed on the quadrangular plate-shaped part, wherein each
of the plurality of rectangular pyramidal parts has a rectan-
gular base arranged along an outer perimeter of the plate-
shaped part with a longer side of the rectangular base of any
one of the pyramidal parts partially contacting with a shorter
side of the rectangular base of another pyramidal part adja-
cent thereto while leaving a flat space at the center of the
plate-shaped part, wherein each of the contacting portions of
the longer sides extend from the outer perimeter of the plate-
shaped part to each corner of the flat space and the non-
contacting portions of the longer sides surround the flat space,

25

wherein the flat space is provided only at the center of the
plate-shaped part, wherein each of the plurality of rectangular
pyramidal parts is molded from an electromagnetic radiation
absorbing material and wherein a ratio of a length of a longer
side to a length of a shorter side of the rectangular pyramidal
parts, a length of a longer side/a length of a shorter side, is
within a range of 1.02 to 1.5.

2. The wave absorber according to claim 1, wherein the
plate-shaped part is occupied only by the flat space at the
center of the plate-shaped part and the rectangular pyramidal
parts are divided into four portions each having substantially
a same shape.



